First Year Information
Welcome to Our Incoming First Years 2020
Welcome message:
Welcome to Loreto Secondary School, Bray. We are really looking forward to meeting you all
again when we start back to school.
We know that you are probably experiencing lots of different feelings about finishing
primary school and starting secondary school. You might be feeling curious, worried, excited,
happy, sad, eager, confident, or a mixture of all of these things. Although you might be a
little nervous about coming to a new school, remember that it will not take long for you to
get used to the way that your new school works.
This booklet is designed to introduce you to some aspects of Loreto Bray, and to answer
some of the questions you might currently have. There will also be an induction programme to
help you settle in, which will start on your first day, and continue into your first year.
Remember that there are lots of people in school who can help you in any situation, so please
don’t hesitate to speak with us.
Have a wonderful summer, and we will see you all soon.

The people in your school:
There are many people in our school who you will meet on a daily basis:
- Principal – Ms Raughter
- Deputy Principals – Mr McHugh, Ms Ryan
- Year leaders
- Form teachers
- Pastoral Care team
- Chaplains
- Subject teachers
- Special Education Teachers (SET)
- Office staff
- Caretaker
- Special Needs Assistants (SNAs)
- Sports Coaches
Everyone is here to help you. If you have any worries or problems please contact a member
of staff

Staff you might meet in Loreto Bray
Principal
Ms Emma Raughter

Pastoral Care Team

Deputy Principal

Deputy Principal

Mr John McHugh

Ms Dee Ryan

Year Leader

Ms Quigley
(First Year Chaplain)
Sr. Phil

Special Education Team
Form Teachers
(Teacher with special responsibility for your class group)

Main Office Staff
Jennifer O'Donnell

Mary Kelly
Donna O'Neill

Class Teachers

Caretaker

(Different teacher for every subject)

Mr Doyle

Some of the areas in your school:
Main Building – the main building houses the Main Office, the Principals’ Office, Ms Ryan’s
(Deputy Principal) Office, the Staffroom, multiple classrooms, the Library, a Home
Economics Kitchen, Geography Room, 2 Science Labs, the Sewing Room, an Art Room, a
Computer Room, the Main APA (All Purpose Area) and various Pastoral Care rooms.
Sports Hall – located to the left of the main entrance. PE and sports take place here.
Concert Hall – located near the Convent end of school. It is used for PE, exams, assemblies
etc.
St Columba’s – located beside the Concert Hall. It is used for exams and supervision.
Upstairs Computer Room – located above the Concert Hall.
Mary Ward Building – located beside the Main Building. It contains the Mary Ward APA,
Language Lab, 3 Science Labs, Business Room, Art Room, a Home Economics Kitchen, the
Music Room (sometimes referred to as St. Cecelia’s), Mr McHugh’s (Deputy Principal) Office
& a Learning Support Classroom (Room 16).
St. Anne’s – Prefabs located beside the Main Building, contains Rooms 30-39.
Pacelli – smaller prefab building located between St. Anne’s and St. Columba’s, contains
Rooms 19,20 and 21.

Main Building
1.Room 1
2. Room 2
3. Room 3
4. Room 4
5. Room 5
6. Room 6
7. Room 7
8. Room 8
9. Room 9
10. Main Office
11. Main APA
12. Staff Room
13. Bathrooms

14. Library
15. Pastoral Room
16. MR Room
17. Home Ec
Kitchen 1
18. Geography Rm
19. Lab 1
20. Lab 2
21. Sewing room
22. Art Room.
23. Demo Room
H Block
24. Room 10
25. Room 11

26. Downstairs
Computer
Room/Room 12
Concert Hall Area
27. Concert hall
28. Room 13
(Upstairs)
29. Room 14
(Upstairs)
30. Room 15
(Upstairs)
31. Music
Computer Room

St. Columba’s Area
32. Drumming
Room (Downstairs)
33. St. Columba’s
Pacelli
34. Room 19
35. Room 20
36. Room 21
St. Anne’s
37. Room 30
38. Room 31
39. Room 32
40. Room 33
41. Room 34

42. Room 35
43. Room 36
44. Room 37
45. Room 38
46. Room 39
Mary Ward
47. Art Room
48. Business Room
49. Lab3
50. Lab 4
51. Music Room (St.
Cecelia’s)
52. Room 16

53. Home Ec
Kitchen
54. Lab 5
55. Mr McHugh’s
Office
56. Prayer Room
57. Language Lab

Main APA in St Joseph’s building

Prayer Room

1st year corridor off the
main APA. 1st year
classrooms are located
around the APA and
library area.

1st year classroom. You have
the majority of your lessons in
your base classroom. You will
move for lessons such as PE,
science, home economics, art
and modern foreign language.

1st year lockers are located in your base
classroom. You can access your locker before
school starts, at break, at lunch and at the
end of the school day. You will soon get used
to organising your materials for your lessons.

Start of term:
The first day of school usually consists of meeting your class and year group, an assembly
with the year leaders and Principal/Deputy Principal and we will give you your student
journals and timetable. Students wear their full uniform in on the first day and usually bring
a pencil case, copybook and lunch / snack.
Lockers and Base Classrooms:
At the start of term, you will be given a locker located in your base classroom. You will need
to supply your own padlock. Your base classroom is where you will have most of your lessons
e.g. English, Irish, Maths, History, Religion etc. You will move for other lessons such as PE,
Science, Art, Home Economics, Modern Foreign Language etc. First year classrooms are all
located around the APA / library area.
Once you have given your locker you can start bringing in your books, copies and other
materials. You might find it useful to use large plastic pockets to organise all the books and
materials for each subject separately. These can be very helpful in the first part of the year
until you get used to organising books for your classes in the morning, at break, at lunch and
at the end of the school day. By keeping all the materials for each subject together you are
less likely to arrive to class or home missing something you require.
Timetable:
There are nine class periods on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday with six on
Wednesday.

Students are required to be in class at 8.45am each morning. Students should therefore
arrive at school in plenty of time to go to lockers, organise books etc. before class begins.
Buying snacks, lunches etc. must be done before the student arrives on the school premises.
Students are not permitted to leave the school premises in the morning once they have
arrived.

11:25am-11:40am is morning break. No student is permitted to leave the school premises
during morning break.
1pm-1:45pm is lunchtime. You eat lunch in your base classroom, unless you are going to a
lunchtime activity. Lots of clubs and activities happen regularly at lunchtime, as well as lots
of one-off events through the year.
Uniform:
Full school uniform is worn every day.
Please see the school website for full details on the school uniform.
https://loretobray.com/parents/
Bring your PE uniform with you to school and you will change for PE class.
Homework:
Homework is an important part of learning. Use your journal to keep note of homework, and
deadlines, as well as to organise yourself at your locker to ensure that you have everything
you need to fully complete your homework each day.
Merits: I REACH
Our Merit programme forms part of the overall school strategy to promote positive
behaviour and can be part of a planned intervention to help an individual student to manage
their own behaviour. Students can earn merits throughout the year for:
I-Improvement

R-Responsibility
E-Effort
C-Courtesy H-Helpfulness

A-Attainment

In addition, students are automatically awarded a merit every half term if they have had full
attendance and have not received a Poor Behaviour Point that term. The focus is on earning
merits. As the student accumulates merits, they achieve Bronze, Silver or Gold level as
follows:

Morning Prayer:
Morning Prayer takes place each morning in the Prayer Room at 8.35am.
Extra-curricular activities:
Taking part in extra-curricular activities is a great way of getting to know more students in
the school. Whether it’s the book club, choir and orchestra, Peace and Justice group,
debating or drama club, or on the field with hockey, soccer, basketball, athletics, rugby,
badminton, there really something for everyone. Taking part in such activities will help you to
get to know people in and outside of your class group. We encourage you to get involved in
lots of different activities in Loreto, whether it is continuing something you know, or trying
something new!
There are a wide variety of lunchtime clubs on offer in Loreto on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays (1pm) or after school (days and times vary). Examples of clubs from
2019-2020 are:
● Stranger things club
● Games club
● Sign language club
● Cake club
● Book club
● Debate club
● Choir
● Orchestra
● Peace and Justice Group
In terms of sporting activities, the emphasis is very much on participation, although we do
have a long history of success in numerous sports thanks to our dedicated coaches and
committed students. All students are encouraged to participate in an extra-curricular
activity.
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Athletics
Basketball
Badminton
Hockey
Soccer
Rugby
Gaelic
Weightlifting
Equestrian Club
Swimming

Freshers’ Day:
In early September our Senior Prefects and Student Council organise Freshers’ Day.
Freshers’ Day offers students from every sport, club and extra-curricular activity the
opportunity to present their particular area to the wider school community. Freshers’ Day
takes place during lunchtime and students – particularly First Year students new to our
school – are given the opportunity to visit the displays and stands prepared by our school
clubs and society. Student representatives for each activity are on hand to give information
about the benefits of signing up to their particular extra-curricular activity with sign-up
sheets available at each stand. If you miss a sign-up on Freshers’ Day simply speak to the
Coach or organiser of the activity and she/he will be glad to let you know how to register for
that particular sport or club.
What if:

…I am absent?
Your Parent/Guardian should contact the school
before 10am on the day that you are absent. They
should write an explanatory note in the pink
detachable notes section at the back of your
journal, which you can give to your Form Teacher
or Year Leader when you return to school.

…I can’t find the correct
room for class?
Ask any staff member on the
corridor, or any 6th Year
student (they wear black
jumpers)

…I have a difficulty with a
task, assignment or
homework?
Ask your subject teacher.

…I feel unwell in
school?
Speak to your subject
teacher, or any member
of staff and they will
look after you.

… I am worried about
something?
Speak to your Form Teacher, or
Ms Quigley (First Year Chaplain),
or to any of your teachers. We
are here to help!

What should I do if….

…I need to go to
the bathroom in
class?
We do our best to
avoid using the
bathroom during
class time. If it is an
emergency, ask
your teacher.

…I am late?
Go to Ms Ryan’s Office or to
the Main Office with your
journal to be signed in

…I am worried about a subject?
Speak to your subject teacher
about it.

