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Some years ago, a network newsletter was circulated regularly in Loreto 

primary, secondary and community schools. This publication celebrated life in 

our schools, allowed for an interchange of ideas and practices, encouraged 

collaboration and fostered a sense of belonging to the Loreto family. The 

Loreto Network Education Committee, recognising the benefits of such a 

publication and the ease at which material can now be circulated efficiently and 

cost effectively on-line, decided to revive this initiative and is now 

publishing  an annual eNewsletter for dissemination to whole school 

communities. 

  

The thematic format was inspired by a recent reflection of Pope Francis on the 

goals of Catholic education. We should teach three languages -  those of the 

head (intellect), those of the heart (affection/emotions) and those of the hands 

(activity).  This eNewsletter is a compilation of stories from our schools 

illustrating how we are attempting to address these goals. 

  

May you be inspired by what you read— head, heart and hand. 

Robert Dunne,  

Chairperson,  

LNEC. 

“They who work with 
their hands are  labourers.   

They who work with their  

hands and heads are  

craftsmen.  

They who work with their  

hands and their heads and 
their hearts are artists.”

 

 St. Francis of Assisi: 

https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/75455-he-who-works-with-his-hands-is-a-laborer-he
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Introduction of iPads to Beaufort – A Novel Adventure 

Since early 2015 Loreto High School Beaufort has been facilitating the introduction of iPads 

as a significant learning resource for our staff and students. Initially staff were provided with 

iPads and the whole school had the benefit of using a class set. In September 2016 all First 

Years purchased their own iPads and used them to access their textbooks 

and other interactive facilities. 

  

The iPads have encouraged creativity, collaboration, communication and 

critical thinking for both staff and students. They have given our students 

learning opportunities that are both engaging and fun. We believe the 

integration of digital technology is essential as we prepare our students to live and work in a 

modern society. And of course, the reduced weight of the school bag is something we have 

been concerned about for a long time. 

  

The iPad in the classroom has brought education to life for us. Students have endless access 

to valuable information such as a dictionary and thesaurus or statistics. Interactive technology 

makes learning more engaging and memorable. Tools such as audio and video recorders can 

change the way that learning takes place and homework is completed. 

  

Our iPad adventure has been an exciting and smooth journey that continues to enhance 

education and learning in our school. In our opinion the novelty will never wear off. 
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Loreto Fermoy Reflection Room 

 

Last September, we proudly launched our Reflection Room. The 

room has been developed in consultation with our Religious 

Education department and in 

support of the new Junior Cycle 

Wellbeing Guidelines. The 

holistic development of our girls 

has always been to the fore at 

Loreto Fermoy and this room 

further supports the personal 

and spiritual development of 

each Loreto Fermoy girl. All 

students at Loreto Fermoy use 

the room on a weekly basis with the help and guidance of their 

Religious Education teachers. The room is used for varied activities and learning 

experiences including class prayer services, guided meditations, personal or group 

reflective activities, retreat workshops, class discussions and debates, mindfulness 

sessions and yoga. We look forward to further enhancing the Reflection Room’s capacity 

by investing in additional sensory enhancements later this year. 

HEAD 

Representatives of Student 

Council, Mr. Liam O’Mahony 

& Ms Aislinn Barry 

Current 3rd year students taking some time to 

meditate & breath in advance of their Pre 

examinations.  
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Loreto Navan - A new Resource. Academic achievement 

Accelerated Reader, a new programme introduced in Loreto Navan has raised the profile 

of reading among the entire school body – staff included! Teachers are sharing 

their reading with students and the culture of reading is quickly spreading! Our 

“Read Wall” provides reading recommendations and is updated on a regularly 

based on suggestions from what our students are currently reading. Our top 

reader in First Year has read 18 books so far, reading a total of almost 100,000 

words! She is well on her way to becoming a “word millionaire”. 

HEAD 

Omagh - Mandarin Chinese 

Fifteen students from Years 9-14 are currently involved in the Mandarin Chinese 

Programme from YCT1 – HSK4 Levels. Mandarin Chinese Tutors from Confucius Hub at 

the South West College have been teaching twilight courses for the past four years. 

Chelsea McElroy Year 13 won the Northern Ireland heat of the Intermediate Speaking 

Competition held in the MAC Theatre, Belfast in November 2018. On Monday 5th 

February 2018 Chelsea and other Northern Ireland finalists met with the Deputy Lord 

Mayor of Belfast, Mrs Sonya Copeland in the City Hall, Belfast. 

Chelsea travelled to London on 7th Feb 2018 to compete in the 

UK Finals accompanied by Mrs C. Turbitt, Vice-Principal. 

 

Niamh Doherty Year 14 was selected as the Confucius Institute 

Young Ambassador for Mandarin Chinese in recognition of her 

outstanding achievements and efforts. She travelled to the 

Chinese New Year celebrations in the Waterfront Hall, Belfast 

on 1st March, where she was presented with her award and a 

Waterstones gift voucher. 

 

These two students were also recognised for their 

achievements in Mandarin Chinese by the South West College 

Confucius Hub on 21st February 2018 at a Gala Dinner to 

celebrate Chinese New Year. Year 11 student Amy Liu will also be recognised for 

achieving full marks in her HSK1 examination. 
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St Stephen’s Green - Leaving Cert Results 2017 

Congratulations to all the 6th Year class of 2017 and to their teachers on their wonderful 

results in the Leaving Certificate.  Congratulations to Elizabeth Bolger who achieved an 

amazing 8H1s.  Elizabeth was one of 13 students nationwide to achieve the maximum 

grade. 

Good luck to all our class of 2018 in the year ahead. S
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Mrs Catriona Turbitt VP Loreto, 

Omagh, Chelsea McElroy and 

Mr Zhu Gongquan of the Con-

fucias Institute. 
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Foxrock - Academic Role Models: 

Loreto Foxrock is immensely proud of our Class of 2017 and their Leaving Certificate 

achievements. Special congratulations to our three recipients of UCD Ad Astra Awards. Eva 

Glynn and Aisling Walsh received scholarships for academic excellence, while Ellen Curran 

was awarded an Elite Sports Scholarship in recognition of her exploits on the hockey pitch. 

Additionally, six students received entrance scholarships from UCD and three received 

scholarships from Trinity College. 

Members of the Class of 2017 also recently visited the school to speak about their college 

experiences to date; something which provided lots of food for thought (and no small amount 

of humorous anecdotes!) for our current 

6th Years. 

On the theme of academic 

achievement, congratulations to Candy 

Bei (5th Year) who won a silver medal in 

the national final of the selection rounds 

of the International Junior Science 

Olympiad Competition. Candy went on 

to represent Ireland in the Netherlands 

and won a bronze medal. Over 300 

students from 50 countries participated 

in this prestigious event. 

HEAD 

Loreto Milford 

 

Our Wellbeing Committee, encompassing our Health Promoting School and Mental Health 

Committees, ran a number of initiatives throughout the year to highlight the importance of 

positive mental health. A poster competition this year yielded some very interesting and 

thought provoking visual representations of mental health.  
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Dúshlán Romhainn i Meánscoil Loreto, Cluain Meala.  

Is í 2018 Bliain na Gaeilge agus i mbliana tá ár gCoiste Gaelbhratach ag obair go dian ag 

iarraidh Gaelbhratach a bhaint amach don scoil. Bíonn Cruinniú ag an gCoiste 

Gaelbhratach uair sa tseachtain, ar an 

gCéadaoin, ag plé conas gur féidir an 

Ghaeilge a chur chun cinn timpeall na 

scoile. Tá seanfhocal mar Mhana 

againn: Labhair an Ghaeilge agus 

mairfidh sí agus is í an fhís atá againn 

ná go dtabhfar seans do gach dalta an 

Ghaeilge a úsáid lasmuigh den seomra ranga i dtreo is go mbeidh muinín ag an dalta aisti 

féin i labhairt na teanga. 

Is iomaí imeacht a bhíonn ar siúl. Tugtar cuireadh do na daltaí sóisearacha cluichí trí 

Ghaeilge a imirt am lóin trí Ghaeilge agus cuirtear Ciorcal Comhrá ar siúl gach Aoine do 

na daltaí sinsearacha. Gach Aoine cloistear Paidir Loreto thar an idirchum agus bíonn 

seanfhocal na seachtaine le cloisteáil freisin. Gach bliain in ár scoil déantar tionsnamh ar 

Mháire Nic an Bhaird (Mary Ward) i dtreo is go mbíonn tuiscint ag gach dalta ar an mbean 

seo a bhunaigh an t-Ord Loreto. I mbliana cuireadh taispeántas dhátheangach ar siúl, i 

mBéarla agus i nGaeilge. Freisin ghlac daltaí san Cúigiú Bliain páirt i nGaeilge 24 i mí na 

Samhna agus bhí said ag labhairt na Gaeilge i rith an lae. Ghlac ár bhfoireann 

díospóireachta páirt i gComórtas an Phiarsaigh a d’eagraigh Gael Linn agus cuireadh an 

díospóireacht ar siúl in ár scoil. Bh- ghnóthach ag déanamh pleananna don Seachtain na 

Gaeilge agus bhain gach éinne taitneamh as na himeachtaí. 

Dalkey - Creative Writing Club 

 

Our "Writer in Residence" workshop concluded recently. Dave Rudden visited the school 

for six weeks and worked on poetry, fiction and non-fiction writing with the group. He also 

gave an excellent insight into the editing and 

publishing industries. The participants then 

worked on some pieces for a writing 

exhibition which will take place later in the 

term. The Creative Writing Club has also 

welcomed “spoken-word” artist, Irish Times 

columnist and young-adult novelist, Sarah 

Maria Griffin. Sarah led a workshop on poetry 

writing and then treated the students to 

“spoken-word” poetry performances. We have teamed up with Ms Raleigh and the Art Club 

for this project and our display will visually celebrate the culture of reading and writing in the 

school.   

HEAD 
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Loreto Mullingar 

Fionnuala Maher, TY and Niamh O’Reilly 5th year took part in the Soroptomists National 

Public Speaking final in Ballina in March.  This was an amazing achievement against tough 

and talented opposition throughout the whole competition.  We have every faith that they will 

continue to represent us proudly into the future. 

We are very excited to be chosen as a pilot school for the new Leaving Certificate PE 

programme.  Having offered GCSE PE to our senior students since 2012, we are delighted to 

have the opportunity to provide an Irish specification to our girls.  The interest in pursuing PE 

as an examination subject is extremely high among students and we sincerely thank our 

pioneering PE department for all their trailblazing hard work and dedication. 

Pobalscoil na Tríonóide  

Congratulations to Cara Griffin, Olan Coleman and Brian Ronayne from Pobalscoil na 

Tríonóide in Youghal, who won an EU-funded trip to Brussels as part of the EU’s ‘Meet 

Your MEP’ competition. They were part of a group of forty students from across Ireland to 

be selected by MEP Seán Kelly after each composing an essay entitled, ‘What the EU 

means to me’. 

On the 7th of December, we departed for Brussels from 

Dublin Airport. A busy but interesting couple of days lay 

ahead of us. We spent the first day at the European 

Parliament with Mr. Kelly, discussing topical EU affairs 

such as Brexit and agriculture. That evening, we got the 

opportunity to visit a “classroom of the future” which we 

thought was very interesting. At the European 

Commission, we heard Commissioner Phil Hogan speak 

about Irish agriculture. In the evening, we had free time to 

explore the city of Brussels. 

Overall, it was a really enjoyable  and beneficial trip. We learned much more from the 

experience rather than simply studying about it at school. On a social level it was great as 

we made new friends. We learned much about the EU’s work and structure and gained 

insights into how Brexit will impact Ireland. It was truly a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity! 

HEAD 
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Loreto Wexford 

 

My name is Amy Richards, a fifth year student in Loreto, Wexford. Recently, I finished in 

second place in my category at the BT Young Scientist and Technology exhibition. My 

project was entitled ‘The use of Essential Oils for the control of Bacteria”. I investigated 

the antimicrobial effects of several plant components on E.coli and Listeria. I was then 

able to create my own natural antibacterial soap. 
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Cara Griffin, Olan Coleman and Brian 

Ronayne 
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Loreto Letterkenny - All Ireland Linguistics Olympiad 

  

Students from Loreto Secondary School Letterkenny have been taking part in the All Ireland 

Linguistics Olympiad (AILO) for many years. This nationwide initiative aims to foster the next 

generation of problem solvers for Ireland. Students must develop their own 

strategies for solving complex problems in unfamiliar languages. Here in 

Loreto Letterkenny, we believe that taking part in this initiative is an excellent 

way of developing our students’ critical thinking skills. 

The school hosted a regional AILO problem solving workshop in early 

January, which was facilitated by a past pupil who was a finalist four years 

ago. Many of our students then went on to compete in the first round of the All 

Ireland Linguistics Olympiad which took place in the school on the 29th 

January. The girls worked hard to decipher linguistic codes and put their 

problem thinking skills to the test.  Our girls have certainly shown that they have a knack for 

logic, lateral thinking and languages. We are delighted that three of our students, Erin 

Doherty, Vanessa Nunan and Ciara O’Malley, have qualified in the top one hundred students 

of over one thousand three hundred entrants and will now represent Loreto Secondary School 

Letterkenny in the National Final in Dublin on the 13th of March. The girls will represent their 

school with ninety-seven other students from schools all over the country.  We wish Erin, 

Vanessa and Ciara the very best of luck as they compete for the opportunity to represent 

Ireland in the International Linguistics Olympiad 2018 in Prague in July. 

HEAD 

 

Gorey Community School 

Our Digital Journey 

Gorey CS is on a Digital journey to enhance Teaching and Learning. Staff have embraced the 

process, with many attending CPD to upskill and improve their knowledge.   For too long 

teachers were working in isolation, creating resources and using them in class without sharing 

with colleagues. Staff now recognise that sharing quality resources is a valuable exercise. 

The school applied to pilot the Digital Learning Framework, which supports schools in 

developing a Digital Plan. Staff were consulted on their digital vision for the school, and 

particular areas were prioritised, including collaboration and digital assessment. The PDST 

appointed an advisor to work with the school, providing workshop and sharing best practice 

for teachers to adopt and integrate into their own teaching. 

All teachers and students have access to Office365, dedicated school email addresses, 

Edmodo and various assessment tools like GoFormative, Padlet, WiserMe and EdPuzzle. 

These tools have helped students interact and collaborate in the class – key skills in the new 

Junior Cert.  Teachers are encouraged to work with colleagues in their subject areas to build a 

Resource Library, that can be accessed by all. These subject resource libraries are stored on 

OneDrive which makes working together easy. 

Gorey Community School is in the early stages of our digital journey – but change is already 

happening. 
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Brookfield 

Dancing with the Stars of St. Aidan’s CS Variety Show 

Last year, the students of St. Aidan’s Community School performed in a variety show in the 

Tallaght Civic Theatre. The night was hugely successful with acts from right across the 

school. The talent on display was incredible and it was certainly a night to remember. 

On Monday 16th April 2018, St. Aidan’s students will perform for their peers, friends and 

families in the Tallaght Civic Theatre. Drawing from the success of last year’s show, this 

year will be bigger, brighter and even more fun. The 

students have already started a tight rehearsal schedule 

and the show is going to be amazing. We have singers, 

song writers, dancers, actors, comedians, musicians not 

to mention some very talented staff who will also be 

performing! Success does not happen overnight Our 

strict rehearsal schedule ensures that everyone has had 

ample time to rehearse and perfect their piece. We are all looking forward to seeing what 

the staff and students of St. Aidan’s Community School have to offer this year. X-factor- 

you better watch out! 

Loreto Cavan - Entering a new digital age  

The teachers in our Mathematics department are excited to be the 

first in our school to use Microsoft Surface Devices as a teaching 

and learning tool in their subject. They have been busy upskilling 

since September, and with the help of the Digital Leaders 

program, supported by Wriggle, they have been receiving training 

on to use these new devices. We are very excited to see how this 

digital age will roll out across the school. 
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Portmarnock Community School  

‘Winners of the ‘Students for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurship (SAGE) 

World Cup 2017 in Odessa, Ukraine’. 

Having won the ‘Young Social Innovators of 2016 and Category Award Winners of 2017’, 

four students from Portmarnock Community School were selected to represent Ireland at 

the SAGE World Cup held in Odessa, Ukraine August 13th 2017. 

Their project is entitled ‘Global Citizens Mapping the Future’.    Global Citizens Mapping 

the Future is a non-profit Social Enterprise Project,making maps for developing 

countries. Over the last four years they have mapped Lesotho and thus have helped 

tackle challenges such as Soil Erosion, Unemployment, Disaster Relief and an 

inadequate Emergency Service. They use a website called OpenStreetMap.org that 

allows them to take satellite images to record geographical information such as 
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infrastructure, population densities and land use. Over this period, more than 27 million edits 

for maps have been generated, which has established Lesotho as the most mapped country 

in all of Africa This is now an acknowledged model for other developing countries that have 

inadequate maps. 

32 countries competed at the world cup in Ukraine. Ireland qualified for the finals alongside 

Chile, Canada and the USA. From this Ireland presented to a panel of 25 judges in the final, 

all from different fields in business and education They delivered an outstanding performance 

and achieved the coveted prize of First in the World! 

 

In addition to this, the team were awarded four gold awards for the Sustainable Development 

Goals, as SAGE is partnered with the United Nations. 

HEAD 
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Dr Curtis DeBerg CEO SAGE; Ahmed Jouda; Ravikanth 

Gollapalli; Colin McAndrew; Luke Peyton; Rob Best COO 

Loreto Kilkenny - Loreto girls Ella and Jessie are 3rd in the World 

Loreto Kilkenny has a long tradition of entering the Young Scientist competition and has 

always done very well. In January 2017 however the school achieved the best result to date! 

The school was very proud of the achievement of two of our TY students, Ella Brennan and 

Jessie Oyenuga who were the overall winners of the Intermediate group section of the 

Social and Behavioural Sciences category. 

Their project was entitled “An intervention to 

investigate if increased education on the topic of 

osteoporosis and the importance of dairy will 

increase calcium and vitamin D intake in teenage 

girls”. As a result of the success of the project Ella 

and Jessie entered the John Hooper Medal for 

Statistics competition and went on to win this event 

which was also a great achievement. During the 

summer of 2017 they went on to represent Ireland in 

the ISLP Poster competition at the World Statistics 

Conference held in Marrakech, Morocco.  The poster 

from the BTYSE project was called “Don’t Ditch Your Dairy” and was entered in this very 

prestigious competition.  The posters were evaluated by a jury from five continents. 

Everyone in Loreto is very proud of Ella and Jessie as they came 3rd in the world in the their 

category.   
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Colm Keher Principal, Ella Brennan, Jessie Oyenuga 

and Tony Joyce Chairperson Board of Management  
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Young Scientists in Balbriggan 

Loreto Balbriggan brought six projects and thirteen students to the BT young scientist and 

technology competition this year (2018). This represented 60 % of the Fingal entries. Their 

research encompassed environmental, health and 

technological topics. TY students Ella Cooper and Emma 

Finnegan were highly commended for their project. They 

designed a program to incorporate real life physics data 

from rides in Tayto Park into the Junior and Senior Cycle 

physics course. They were also offered funding to take the 

project further with funds from Women in Physics. Second 

years Mizna Shahid, Jennifer Bura and Alana Foy-

Nicolleau were also highly commended and are already 

looking forward to re-enter the competition in Transition 

Year. All the girls were praised for the high standard of 

their work and the integrity of their results. This year’s 

participants also benefited from feedback from last year’s entrants regarding their personal 

experiences of how to deal with judging and project preparation. Past pupils who competed 

during their school days also came to the RDS to support the Loreto Balbriggan girls over 

the few days of competition. The girls are also hoping to take their projects further. Their 

research continues and the girls are entering the John Hooper CSO Statistics Award, 

Scifest, The Environmental Awards and The Northern Ireland Big Bang throughout 2018. 

HEAD 

 
B

a
lb

ri
g
g
a
n

 

Loreto Bray - New German School Partnership and Exchange 

2017/2018 sees the new partnership between Loreto Secondary School, Bray and the 

Marie Ward School in Wurzburg, Germany.  The school is very grateful to the Irish-

German Society of County Wicklow for all their support in helping to establish the 

partnership. 

To celebrate the new partnership the newly appointed German Ambassador Ms Deike 

Potzel visited the school.  During her visit, Her Excellency addressed all students of 

German in the school and met with the students going on the School Exchange to 

Würzburg, Germany and those 

students who were interviewed for/

received scholarships. 

Five students and two teachers will 

visit Würzburg in March as part of a 2-

week exchange programme with the 

Marie Ward School there.  
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Sadhbh Culleton, Niamh Richardson and 

Ella May representing Loreto Balbriggan 

at the Young Scientists Competition 

2018. 
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Loreto Swords 

A new report commissioned by the government says that Computer Science should be 

made a Leaving Certificate subject.    We are delighted to announce that Loreto College, 

Swords has been chosen as a pilot school in the introduction of this new 

subject.  Minister Bruton made a visit to the school on Wednesday, 20 Dec and met with 

staff and students. Mr Robert Glynn will be the Computer Science teacher. 

Loreto College Crumlin – International Women’s Day 

Loreto College Crumlin played its part in helping celebrate International Women’s Day 

on March 8th. The worldwide event formed part of Women’s History Month and this year 

focused heavily on a strong call-to-action to press forward and progress gender parity. 

There was and remains a strong call to #PressforProgress motivating and uniting 

friends, colleagues and whole communities to think, act and be gender inclusive. 

Events in Loreto College were organised by Ms. Dolan and the Development Education 

Team. The Ember Team helped people to get into the spirit by face painting the 

IWD2018 logo on student’s faces and hands. 

 

Aisling Lennon of AidLink visited our school and spoke to 2nd year students all about 

the issues of gender equality, education and the role of women. Aisling also informed 

the students of how International Women’s Day began and made reference to our sister 

school in Loreto Rumbek, South Sudan where former Chaplain of our school, Sr. Orla 

Treacy is Principal. Presentations on great women in history and fearless women from 

around the world inspired students and there was also a fun “ Wonder W omen” quiz, 

You can try it on our website www.loretocrumlin.ie.    

C
ru

m
lin

 



 13 

 

HEART 

 



 14 

 

Loreto Beaufort 

 

Trek For Rumbek 

On Wednesday, 27th September we had our annual Trek for Rumbek which started in 

Marlay Park at 2.30pm. On a very wet and wild day, over 300 pupils gave up their 

afternoon to show solidarity with their fellow pupils in the Loreto school in Rumbek, South 

Sudan. We were lucky enough to have a recent visit from Sr. 

Orla Treacy, who is Principal there, and she updated us on 

what was happening recently in her school. It is a girls’ 

boarding school that supplies the girls with food and  water 

but recently a famine has spread across the country and 

there have been numerous wars. This means there is a 

shortage of food, supplies and clean water. All the money 

raised by the walk will be used to help the school, the 

students and the families with basic needs and also to help the school to continue 

developing. We have had a fundraiser every year in Loreto Beaufort for our sister school 

and we are proud to announce this year that we made an impressive €9,000 which we 

know is much needed. We are so delighted to help Sr Orla in her great work! 

HEART 
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Fermoy – International Women’s Day #IWD2018 

 As an all-girls’ school we are uniquely positioned to empower young girls and women as 

they learn and grow with us. Such empowerment through education is at the very centre 

of Mary Ward’s wish that “Women in time to come will do much”. Our celebration of 

International Women’s Day highlighted how much women have indeed come to do in 

society. As each student & many staff members dressed up as their female role model, 

the range of colour, costume, creativity and commitment provoked discussion, debate and 

dialogue around the importance of women in all facets of society. Singers, scientists, 

mothers, aunts, teachers, historical figures, champions of causes, politicians, activists, 

sportswomen, advocates, actresses, artists were all represented on the day. Well done to 

each Loreto Fermoy girl and woman who participated on #IWD2017. 
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Anne Frank & Frida Kahlo  
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Loreto Mullingar 

 

Two TY students are currently fundraising for an upcoming trip to Tanzania.  They will 

travel to assist in an orphanage founded by local Mullingar photographer John McCauley. 

An exciting recycling project is underway by this year’s TY class.  In a cross-curricular 

science and geography initiative, the girls are recycling all paper and cardboard and have 

already saved    countless acres of rainforest! 

 

Lip sync Battle:  Our fundraising efforts for worthy causes continued with a Students vs 

Teachers lip sync battle in early May.  An extra-ordinary display of talent was on display 

with great entertainment provided for the whole school community.  The worthy 

beneficiary of the generous donations on the day was North Westmeath Hospice. 

None of this is possible without the collaborative effort and enthusiasm of all our students 

and staff. 
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Loreto Foxrock and ‘Run for Rumbek’ 

This year on April 13th, Loreto Rumbek turns 10! Here in Loreto 

Foxrock, our 3rd Year class, 3 Ward have been busy raising 

awareness of our sister school and the work of Sr. Orla Treacy, 

its principal. As part of their CSPE action project, the group 

organised an interview with Sr. Orla on a recent visit to Ireland 

and also a sponsored walk. 

In addition, the entire Loreto Foxrock community got involved on March 7th with the ‘Run 

For Rumbek’ campaign. Taking place during ‘Healthwise Week’, the entire school 

decamped to Cabinteely Park where students, staff and parents ran, walked or crawled the 

5km route. This truly was a whole school endeavour and the funds raised will hopefully be a 

most useful birthday present for Loreto Rumbek. Also, our students are currently receiving 

development education lessons through their Geography and Religion classes. We hope 

this will broaden students’ understanding of South Sudan, the challenges facing young 

women there, and the genesis of the conflict in this region. Following the run, we enjoyed 

the performance of our school bands in the sports hall as a celebration of the event and 

indeed, reminding us of our place in the wider Loreto Network of schools. 

We would like to thank our parents, community, student leadership teams, 

staff and students for their continued support of this event. 

HEART 
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Finalist announced for 2018 Pramerica Spirit Award 

Caoimhe Bennett, Loreto Grammar School Omagh, announced as finalist for 
2018 Pramerica Spirit of Community Awards 
 

Caoimhe Bennett from Omagh has been recognised for the exemplary volunteer work in 

her local community as Pramerica announced its twenty finalists for the 2018 Spirit of 

Community Awards, the only All-Ireland youth initiative of its kind. 

 

A Year 14 student at Loreto Grammar School, Caoimhe cares for her mother who is blind 

and lives with diabetes. On a daily basis Caoimhe administers medication, completes 

housework and other tasks such as preparing family meals, whilst studying for school. 

 

On top of all that, Caoimhe is involved with Barnardo’s Young Carers’ Council and has 

produced a short film and booklet highlighting to young carers that it is okay to ask for 

help, and signposting where to go for such help. 

 

The Principal at Loreto Grammar School, Omagh said, “Caoimhe is a remarkable young 

lady who is constantly striving to help others. Her commitment to her studies, her family 

and her local community is inspiring. She is a charismatic and compelling orator. Caoimhe 

shows perseverance, triumphing daily over her own personal challenges. She has never 

sought recognition and in her unassuming and gentle manner, we would never guess the 

responsibilities that she undertakes.” 
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Navan Meals on Wheels 

Loreto Navan students worked together with the Navan 

Meals on Wheels to bring a little Christmas cheer to 

some of our senior citizens. The project, co-ordinated by 

the Peace and Social Justice Group and Transition Year, 

ensured that a surprise Christmas hamper and 

personalised Christmas card was delivered along with 

the ‘meals on wheels’ to those spending Christmas 

alone. Each class group was given the name of a recipient and students worked together 

over a number of weeks, thoughtfully preparing a hamper and putting together their 

Christmas message. This is the second year of our new initiative and one which we hope 

will continue. The feedback from Meals on Wheels was especially heart-warming and gave 

a lovely experience of the spirit of Christmas. 
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Anti-Bullying Committee—Clonmel 

 
Clonmel - “You can sit with us” – a student initiative led by our school’s Anti-
Bullying Committee. 
The aim of this day was to raise awareness and start a discussion in our school around the 

issue of exclusion. As Atticus Finch from ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ famously said; ‘You never 

really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view... Until you climb 

into his skin and walk around in it.’ This is exactly what members from our committee 

chose to do. 

Students volunteered to dress differently to the rest of 

the student body and exclude themselves from their 

social groups for one school day. They had differing 

experiences. Some felt lunchtime would never end and 

that it was emotionally difficult. All students involved felt 

the day affected them much more than they thought it 

would. Moments of kindness from students and teachers 

were experienced by all students who took part. All 

students who took part realised how lucky they are to 

have friendship groups. The students felt hypersensitive 

to their surroundings and felt ‘awkward’ sitting by 

themselves. 

All students are now more aware of how exclusion can affect someone as they felt 

‘dejected’, ‘dull’ and ‘down’ after the day. One student however made the point that 

perhaps some students like being on their own. The students also commented on how 

they had never spent that much time ‘in their head’ and found this to be thought-provoking. 

The students involved gave feedback to all S.P.H.E classes on their experience and 

provided a workshop on the role of the bystander in our school. We encourage all students 

in our school to recognise, reject and report any behaviour that is deliberate, hurtful and 

repeated. 
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Dalkey - Justice and Peace Committee 

During Mary Ward Week, the 5th Year students in the Justice and Peace group raised 

awareness about the work of the global Loreto Community in the education of girls. They 

provided reflections each day on the lives of girls of similar ages in countries such as 

Albania, India, Zambia and East Africa. They also spoke about how the Loreto Community 

works with these girls to create safer 

environments which enhance their 

development. 

Representatives from this group also attended a Development Education Day organised 

by Irish Aid where they looked at global issues around the world and how they could strive 

to become ambassadors for change. The girls brought their ideas back to school and will 

begin work on some of the topics presented using the 

resources distributed at the workshop. The group is now working 

to ensure that their peers are exposed to these values.  
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Loreto Milford  

Every November we gather as a school community to remember our dead.  Each student 

is given an item (this year it was a paper butterfly) on which to write the names of those 

they want remembered in the November prayer service.  A different theme is chosen each 

year and the items are used to form a focal point for the prayer service.  This year we 

used the butterflies to create ‘forever in our minds, forever in our hearts’ on the windows 

of our canteen area.  The prayer service is one of the most poignant and memorable of 

our liturgical celebrations during the year and the prayerful respect evident at the event 

touches the heart in a way that is very special. 
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Pobalscoil Na Trionoide 

Pobalscoil’s Trip of “Hope” to Kolkata  

  

On 6th April 2017, four Transition Year students and two teachers embarked on the journey 

of a lifetime to Kolkata, India. Ailbhe Griffin, Dean Mac an t-Sabhasaigh , Darragh Geary 

and Marcia Ní Mhóinséil along with their teachers Ms Edel Charles and Ms Kelly 

Motherway travelled with The Hope Foundation  to see first-hand their amazing work with 

the street children. 

  

Prior to our departure we each raised €2,300 for The Hope Foundation and because of this 

we had the opportunity to immerse ourselves in the Indian culture and saw how all this 

money could help so many lives. 

  

Every day we visited two or more protection homes and crèches that were either solely 

owned by HOPE or sponsored by HOPE. These homes cater for the street and slum 

children of Kolkata who range in ages. We also went to a Rehabilitation Centre and The 

Hope Hospital which we all found hugely eye-opening. This trip was like no other and we 

got a serious culture shock just looking at their reality compared to ours.  What we found 

quite overwhelming was when we saw the premises of an expensive car dealership, side by 

side with other people’s ‘homes’ made out of black plastic bags. 

  

Something that really affected us in particular was when we visited a crèche inside the 

Chitpur slum. We walked down a narrow alley that could only fit one person at a time. It 

was made of bamboo sticks, plastic bags and anything else the slum dwellers could 

scavenge. At the end was a small room filled with infants aged between two and three 

years old. We had very mixed emotions when we were playing with the children in the 

crèche, but found it almost more difficult when we came out onto the streets of the slum 

and were greeted by the most amazingly positive children living in the most difficult 

conditions. 

  

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone in our community who helped us 

achieve and even exceed our fundraising targets. We are extremely grateful for all the 

support and kindness we received. 

HEART 
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Brookfield 

 

Le Cheile Music Group 

Le Chéile, set up in September 2008 by teachers, Úna Moloney and 

Heidi Tully draws from their experience with folk groups, choirs, variety 

shows and musicals.  Keeping in mind the growth of the multicultural 

student population they felt the time was right to bring the students 

together and unite them through music, “Le Chéile“. 

  

Their motto, “Unity through Diversity” fosters an appreciation among the students for each 

other while playing, singing and performing together. 

 Their aims are to: 

·        train and develop the students as singers and as musicians, organising and providing 

musical tuition 

·        foster an appreciation of music among the students 

·        showcase the songs and music representing all traditional and ethnic minorities 

through performances within the school and community on a regular basis 

·        nurture the well-being and self-esteem of students and to develop in students a 

positive self image of their school 

·        encourage teamwork, communication, social skills and reinforcing the Skills for 

Learning that we promote in St. Aidan’s 

  

Seventy students participate in the Programme with weekly practices at lunch time and 

guitar and drumming classes on Fridays. 

  

The programme has given students an opportunity to perform in front of parents, local 

community, school peers and special guests. Performance highlights include performing 

with the Garda Band at the Square’s 20th Birthday Concert, performing at the MYPA 

Awards and winning Best Music Initiative, 2012 and the Tree of Hope Ceremony in 

Brookfield Community. We welcomed Minister Zappone to the school as part of the Yellow 

Flag Initiative and organised workshops and a joint performance with twenty-five Erasmus 

students who visited St. Aidan’s in 2017.  

  

The group fosters healthy interaction among students of all abilities. 

This greatly enhances self-esteem and creates a sense of ownership 

and belonging within the school and the community. 

HEART 
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Portmarnock Community School 

Development Education Programme  - LESOTHO 2018. 

On Friday February 2nd 44 students and 60 adults departed for the 

long journey to Maseru the capital of The Kingdom of Lesotho. The 

project, now six years on, works in 17 schools supporting 283 

teachers and over 7,000 learners. The support for early childhood 

care is well established and the consolidation of workers in the 

industry into a confederation is set to improve the delivery of 

services which is much needed.  

The programme also included a workshop for The Ministry of 

Education inspectorate on the introduction of Young Social 

Innovators. The objective is to pilot YSI in six schools in Maseru beginning next June with 

a training programme for the six schools who will in turn become trainers for more schools 

in an effort to grow the programme nationally. The programme will be launched in 

February 2019 

A new initiative this year was the introduction of an educational programme in a prison in 

the north of the country in Leribe. 

The women’s co-op received training in screen printing and stencil making from students 

in an effort to add value to some of their products. 

The construction team worked on a wide variety of projects including school repairs. With 

rural electrification advancing significantly some 9 schools were wired for lighting and IT 

facilities. Four computer rooms were fitted out with electricity, furniture, benches and desk

-top computers. 

The container arrived the second week with much needed resources, including desks and 

chairs and also included whiteboards and blackboards for many of the schools. 

At Roma hospital St. Joseph’s, electricians installed an industrial fuse board and new 

cookers and a geyser were fitted in the kitchen. 

A highlight for the group was a reception hosted by His Majesty King Letsie III at his 

country residence. His majesty acknowledged the work of volunteers and expressed his 

appreciation on behalf of his government and the people for the extensive programme 

being delivered over a wide variety of activities. Both the king and queen posed for 

photographs. His majesty agreed to visit Ha Halele which is the hub of activities for the 

project and agreed to officially open the Early Childhood Development Centre which has 

reached roof level and is due for completion in 2019.   
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His Majesty King Letsie III and her Majesty Queen Seeiso receive 

students at their country residence in Metsieng  

Students working with 

primary school children 

in St. Angela’s Maseru  

Students doing mask making at La 

Celea primary school Maseru  
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Loreto Cavan - Compassion  

 

Our theme for this school year is “Compassion”, and it has 

well and truly been embraced by students and staff alike. 

As our school year started the school was awash with 

colour on Wednesday 6th September, our “Rainbow Day”. 

This was organised to raise money for Youth Suicide 

Prevention Ireland. Over €1000 was raised in this event 

alone, which really kick-started our efforts to raise funds 

and foster awareness of different charities. Since our 

Rainbow Day, we have been supporting Loreto Rumbek, 

and our local Lions Club Christmas Appeal. 
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Loreto Letterkenny - Model United Nations in Letterkenny 

On Wednesday and Thursday the 7th and 8th of March, one of the function rooms in the 

Mount Errigal Hotel Letterkenny was transformed into The United Nations General 

Assembly. Assembled there were one hundred and forty Transition Year ‘Delegates’ 

representing countries from around the globe. The aim was to address the most pressing 

issues in our world today with the hope of passing resolutions that could combat them. 

 

This idea was initiated last year by five Transition Year students Meadhbh Roarty, Ciara 

O’Malley, Yasmin Sparks, Vanessa Nunan and Lucy O’Connell, who were inspired to start 

their own Model United Nations after attending an international conference in Cork. The 

girls felt so passionate about the event that they decided to bring the concept to Loreto 

Letterkenny where they organised this wonderful event again. 

 

Students from schools all over the region signed up for ‘LKMUN’ and each individual was 

given a country (delegation) which they had to represent and debate the issues from the 

point of view of their delegation. The three issues that were to be debated over the course 

of the two days were: 

 ‘Preservation of Peace; Question of United Action towards the total elimination of 

nuclear weapons’ 

  

 ‘Preservation of Culture; Question of the violation of the Human Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples Worldwide’ 
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  ‘Preservation of Biodiversity; Question of the Rise of Extinction Rates due to Human 

Activity’ 

 

The Conference began with opening speeches from 

Ms Friel and Ms McGee followed by lobbying, where 

delegates attempted to persuade other delegates to 

sign their resolution. Needless to say some of the 

debates got very heated at times with arguments for 

and against these sensitive topics. 

 

Loreto Letterkenny Model United Nations 2018 was a huge success with delegates learning 

about the world’s issues in an enjoyable and interactive way. 

HEART 
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Cycle against Suicide, Loreto Kilkenny 

 

On a warm May afternoon, more than 300 cyclists on the Thurles to Kilkenny leg of the 

Cycle against Suicide 2017 arrived in Loreto Secondary School Kilkenny to a very 

enthusiastic welcome. The students and teachers lined both sides of the road to greet the 

cyclists and they were joined by the students and teachers from our neighbouring St. 

Canice’s Primary School. The cyclists took a break in the school before heading off to 

Carlow. To prepare for their arrival the entire school community had gathered in the gym. 

We were joined by a number of students from both the local CBS and Presentation 

schools. Colm Hayes was the MC for this event and there was a very inspirational speech 

from Bob Carley. Other speakers included the Ombudsman for Children Dr. Niall Muldoon, 

Angela Hayes from Teach Tom and Ann Downey 

Manager of the Kilkenny Senior Camogie team. It 

was a great occasion for the school to have the 

honour of hosting this fantastic event.  Many thanks 

go to Ms. Kay Phelan and her hard-working 

committee of students and teachers. 

 

 Loreto Kilkenny continue to be involved with the 

Cycle Against Suicide project and in Autumn 2017 

we received our fourth Ambassador award, one of 

very few schools in the country to achieve this. A 

number of TY and 5th year students also attended the 

annual Student Congress in Dublin in January 2018, which was a hugely uplifting and 

inspiring event for all. We also had a “Loreto Goes Orange” day on Feb 9th. This was to 

continue to raise awareness about this very important issue and to also raise funds for 

both Cycle Against Suicide and the local Teach Tom (Counselling and suicide prevention 

charity). 

Students Alisha Shannon, Emma Murphy, 

Lucy Hickey and Anna Phelan pictured with 

singer Kayleigh Cullinan  
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Loreto Balbriggan - Transition Year Santa Flight with Temple 

Street Children’s Hospital 

On Friday 15th December ten Transition Year students from Loreto Balbriggan took part 

in the annual City Jet Santa Flight. This 

special Christmas event takes the children 

from Temple Street Hospital and their 

families on a flight searching the skies for 

Santa. Our students’ role is to entertain 

the VIP guests - the children. Our students 

met the children at Departures in Dublin 

Airport and began the day with festive face 

painting. The girls performed a repertoire 

of cheerful Christmas Carols and the VIPs 

added their own special touch to our 

musical set. The girls found the whole day to be a rewarding and humbling experience 

and were inspired by the courage and bravery of the children of Temple Street Hospital. 

The students of Loreto Balbriggan are very proud and privileged to be invited each year 

to take part in this wonderful day. 
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Stephen’s Green - Lourdes Pilgrimage 

The best word to describe the Lourdes Pilgrimage is ''special'. It was a phenomenal 

experience from the moment we got on the plane with our fellow volunteers. Let me share 

a ' Day in the Life' of a volunteer in Lourdes. As first time volunteers we are called 'Blue 

Shirts': 

6:00-Rise and Shine 
6:30-Breakfast preparation for the pilgrims. 
7:00-Breakfast service. 
10:00-Wheel to Mass. 
10:30-Mass. 
12:00-Lunch Preparation. 
13:00-Lunch Service. 
14:30-Free time to explore Lourdes. 
15:30-Help out for party time for pilgrims with singing and fun. 
17:00-Dinner preparation. 
17:30-Dinner Service. 
20:00-Candlelight Procession with the pilgrims. 
21:00-Prayer with fellow volunteers. 
22:30-Return to the hotel. Lights off and a well earned sleep. 

  

The most rewarding part of the experience was the opportunity to talk to and listen to the 

pilgrims who all had interesting stories to tell. Seeing the pilgrims so happy was very 

rewarding and their positivity was infectious. 

  

Thank you Katie McKimm, Grace Coughlin, Dearbhla Quinlan, Rhya Weafer and Caoimhe 

O'Farrell for all your work during your time in Lourdes. Special thanks to Ms.Travers for all 

her work  and for accompanying us on this pilgrimage. 
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Loreto College Crumlin – Inspirational Women of our Own 

  
There were great celebrations in Trinity College on Saturday 20th January as Ciara 

Reynolds and Ruth Komolafe of 5th year won The Philspeaks debating competition. The 

competition is open to senior students in secondary schools across Ireland. It gives 

students the opportunity to debate and articulate a variety 

of ideas and experience a little of what further study in 

colleges such as Trinity has to offer. Both Ruth and Ciara 

have gained considerable experience this year under the 

tuition and guidance of their debating coach Ms. Murphy 

and their triumph in Phil- speaks represents their most 

notable success this year. 

Our community is so proud of another past pupil, Husna 

Ali, who took time from her busy schedule in Trinity College to speak to our incoming first 

year students about all the ways they can grow and learn at our school. She encouraged 

everyone to get involved in as many clubs and activities as possible and to help each 

other achieve their dreams. She is an amazing ambassador for our school community.   

Loreto Wexford - A Fond Farewell/New Horizon 

 
This year, Loreto Wexford prepares to leave Spawell Road, home to the Loreto sisters 

and students for over a century. While moving to a new school building will bring lots of 

new opportunities, many will be sad to leave our old building. As the time to leave draws 

near, we recently held a poignant remembrance ceremony for those in our school 

community who had passed away during their time here. In a moment of reverence, roses 

were placed at the headstones of deceased Loreto Sisters and young students. Fr Jim 

Fegan led the prayers of reflection, commenting on the strength and generosity of those 

women and the role they played in forming the liberating education we receive today. As 

we move to our new school we are encouraged to carry in our hearts the spirit and 

integrity of these influential Loreto women. 
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Loreto Swords - Flash Mob 

 

A Loreto Flash Mob! event took place on Friday, 13 

October and was in support of awareness of mental 

health issues - a large group of students took part in a 

dance routine much to the amazement of the other 

students.  Thanks to Ms Kennedy and Mr Kindlon who 

organised the event. 
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Loreto Bray - Mary Ward Day 2018 

Mary Ward’s founding vision was to respond to God’s call for active engagement in the 

Church and the world. She was a woman of prayer, perseverance, courage and hope.   In 

a male dominated society, Mary Ward believed that women in time to come would do 

much.  2018 marks the 100 year anniversary of women in Ireland being granted the Right 

to Vote and this was our focus of this year’s Mary Ward Day celebrations in Loreto, Bray. 

 

On the day, students and staff dressed in 1918 attire.  A number of 6th year students 

dressed as Suffragettes and re-enacted scenes of protest, demanding the right to vote. 

 

Inspired by the 1918 Loreto, Bray Curriculum the morning class schedule was changed to 

facilitate classes in Deportment, Latin and Career Advice (where each young lady shall 

receive advice on her possible future choices including how to find a good husband!) 

 

Our distinguished visitor on the day was past student of the school and former Minister 

for Education, Mrs Mary O’Rourke.  

 

Mrs O’Rourke delighted and charmed the whole-school assembly with her fond memories 

of her time in Loreto Secondary School, Bray.  She was presented with a copy of her 

original school report and copy of her name on the official school register. 
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Pobalscoil Na Tríonóide 

Trinity Book of Kells - Pobalscoil Award Winner 

 Congratulations to Grace Keane (3rd Year, Pobalscoil na Tríonóide) whose short story 

“Hope” was an award winner in the recent Trinity Book of Kells Creative Competition. 

This nationwide competition gave students an opportunity to examine one of our oldest 

cultural treasures from a contemporary viewpoint and find inspiration among its 

enchanting pages. The competition attracted over 1,500 entries from budding artists and 

writers from Ireland, the UK and the US. Well done to Grace on a fantastic achievement! 

 Below is an excerpt from Grace’s story:  

“My shovel slices a lifeline, I pretend this is courage. The lack of light leaves me blind. 

My sweat slick skin slips on the handle. I dig down deeper, slashing blades a bullet 

away from gunfire hell, I blink and I am back there. Pupil blown wide, adrenaline a new 

name for fear. I woke up in reality disorientated and 

alone. Trembling hands shake off decaying dirt. My 

knees knocking together as I stab at the earth 

again, unveiling worms and critters who flinch at 

the dim dawn light. They bury deeper to safety, I 

chase them, searching and searching and 

searching for something I am not sure I will ever 

find…” 

Loreto Balbriggan - Junk Kouture 

 
Junk Kouture is a national competition where students work together to create wild and 

wonderful costumes out of recycled materials. They start with a blank white piece of paper 

and work their way through various design stages where they consider and test different 

types of objects, materials and shapes that might be useful in their final creations. 

Trampolines, tractor tyres, yoga mats and fishing nets – all these materials have been 

transformed from waste into catwalk couture. 

Last December the TY students from Loreto 

Balbriggan surpassed themselves with their 

wonderful creations for the Junk Kouture Fashion 

Show. Their efforts were rewarded, as we are 

delighted to say that this year we got twelve 

teams through to the semi-finals – the most 

teams from any school in the country! 

  

We are very proud of our young designers and 

their fantastic ability to come up with creative and 

beautiful solutions to difficult problems. The world 

needs problem-solvers like these who can 

transform chaos into beauty. 

“Angel of the Dark” made from recycled paper 

and plastic, modelled by Hannah McKenzie, 

designed by Lauren Flynn. 
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Loreto Fermoy Parents’ Association Calendar 2018 

  
Our wonderful Parents’ Association has worked tirelessly with the support of LVC Design 

& Communications Consultancy to brainstorm, design & produce a unique Loreto 

Fermoy calendar for 2018. The project was intended as a fundraiser for our school with 

very generous donations of time, expertise and raw materials associated with the 

production of the calendar by all involved. The result has been a collaborative process 

which has brought our Parents’ Association right 

to the very heart of all that our school represents. 

The finished calendar is a visual representation of 

our parents’ vision of Loreto Fermoy. This vision is 

both touching and empowering. The parents 

decided to commission cartoon-style illustrations 

of students alongside school archive photographs. 

The cartoons, photographs & beautiful graphic 

design combine to express a heartfelt tribute by 

our parents to the Loreto Fermoy experience of education. This production truly 

emphasises the hand in hand parent & school relationship which our school embraces. 

Clonmel - Silver Circle Draw 2017-18 

We launched our ‘Silver Circle Draw 2017-18’ in January having distributed Draw 

Cards to every student in the school. The purpose of the Draw is to raise much needed 

funds for various building projects planned for the next few years. Our immediate aim is to 

do some minor internal building works to improve access and recreation areas in the 

school, which may require renovating existing classrooms. 

 

 Our Board of Management is now committed to building a new Astro Pitch in partnership 

with Tipperary ETB and Clonmel Hockey Club. This pitch will be located on ETB Grounds 

on Raheen Road and will be co-owned by the three parties in the project. This has become 

necessary as our existing pitch has substantial structural 

damage due to erosion in recent years. 

 

We have already substantial funding in place for these 

projects but we have a deficit of funding to complete phase 

one of the Astro Pitch. We hope ‘The Silver Circle Draw’ will 

go some way towards reducing this deficit. 

 

This can be a very difficult time financially for many of our 

families and we are most grateful for their support. We have 

raised, to date, over €15,000 and still have 4 more monthly 

draws to go. 
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Omagh - Loreto to Lusaka 

Fifteen Year 13 students have been selected to participate in a 'Loreto To Lusaka' 

Immersion Project in partnership with the Spirit of Paul McGirr Foundation. We have set a 

target to fundraise £25,000 to help build and resource a Primary School classroom in the 

Parish of St Teresa, which is on the verge of a large slum area in the region of Lusaka, 

Zambia.  

  

Our intention is to travel to 

Zambia  and visit Lusaka in 

October 2018 and carry out 

some work in the classroom 

alongside the people in the 

surrounding area. Each of 

our team will pay her own 

fare, so that 100% of the 

funds raised will go directly 

to the people of Lusaka.  

 We are very grateful and humbled by the response we have received to date from within 

our school and local community. We have been offered much goodwill and well wishes as 

we prepare for this immersion project. To date we have held Cake Sales, Coffee 

Mornings, Hot Chocolate events and Curry Nights. We have engaged in raffles, bag 

packing and a Bring & Buy Sale. We are also planned a fashion show for March 15th. Our 

parents have been fully supportive, holding events at their work places and networking to 

help with our fundraising cause. We have been very lucky to receive significant 

sponsorship from a wide range of local businesses. These donations will be put to great 

use in Lusaka. 

You can follow our progress on our Loreto to Lusaka Instagram pages. Please remember 

us in your prayers as we embark on this wonderful experience. 

Navan students Katie Rattigan and Hannah Nugent, fifth-year students at Loreto 

Secondary School, were awarded an Excellence in STEM award, for their project 

'Stopping the Shake' at SciFest at the weekend. 

Katie and Hannah were inspired by their grandfather, Jim Nugent, who suffers from 

Parkinson’s. Their device is based on a levelling system based on a ball bearing and can 

be attached to any type of cup to counter any 

sudden movement experiences and re-level the 

cup. They have tested this device and a statistical 

analysis of multiple tests produced very statistically 

significant results, showing that it makes a great 

difference in stopping spillage by those with hand 

tremors, such as Parkinson’s sufferers. 
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Foxrock ‘Was school always this much fun’? 

Learning takes many forms and in Loreto Foxrock, you are as likely to learn as much 

outside the classroom, as in it! Currently, it’s the percussion of hammer and nail in the 

concert hall as stage-building continues for the ‘Greatest Show on Earth’. Devised and 

played by 5th Years, and written by drama teacher Emer Halpenny, this 

show promises to do ‘exactly what it says on the tin’. 

Not to be outdone, the Transition Years are singing and dancing their 

way through rehearsals for their musical collaboration with CBC 

Monkstown. Fish out the sequins for Disco Inferno! 

Just before Christmas, it was performance of a different kind as the ‘Well-

Read Tree’ found root in the library. Part of the celebration of the school’s 

National ‘Well Read’ Award, this gravity defying monument served to remind 

us all of the simple pleasures of reading. This year, a book Club for First Year 

students has also been a terrific new addition to the activities on offer. 

Books also found their way into the annual SVP Hampers for our local SVP 

Conference this Christmas. In addition, to the food and shopping vouchers annually 

collected by tutor classes, students also offered some of their favourite books so that 

others could enjoy the gift of reading during the festive season. 

Loreto Milford - Outdoor Classroom 

Our Green Schools’ Committee decided to create an outdoor classroom. The classroom 

itself is created from sustainable willow and has seating for 24 students on logs. The 

project was undertaken as a co-operative project between the Green Schools’ 

Committee,TY and Leaving Certificate Applied class in the school, with expert advice 

from the Rossinver Centre ,Co Leitrim and some funding from the Creative Engagement 

project. The space is a delight and is well used as an alternative classroom in good 

weather. 
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Loreto Beaufort - Mary Ward Week 2018 

Mary Ward Week was organised by the Junior JPIC Conference and took place from 23rd 

to 27th January. As Mary Ward spent her life fighting for social justice, a theme is chosen in 

relation to a justice issue in society today. The theme for the week was homelessness as 

we felt that, although it was featuring a lot in the news, most people were not informed 

about the reality of homelessness and how they can support the work of homelessness 

charities in Ireland. 

  

We painted a Georgian-style door and used a sleeping bag and hat to look like someone 

sleeping on the streets. People were shocked to see this, really bringing the issue to the 

attention of the students. 

  

Throughout the week, JPIC members taught students in younger years about the topic of 

homelessness. We had a pad/tampon drive were we appealed to students and staff to 

donate feminine hygiene products to be donated to the Women’s Refuge. Short videos 

were shown in the auditorium about homelessness. A treasure hunt was held, with each 

clue being a fact about homelessness. On Friday, all JPIC members participated in a “Vow 

of Silence”; we drew black “x”’s over our mouths and did not communicate for the entire 

school day to raise awareness about people in society who have had their voices taken 

away. At lunchtime we sat in the quadrangle in a “circle of silence”; with students invited to 

join us. 

  

Mary Ward Week was a huge success and hopefully encouraged students to take action 

and support the fight to end homelessness. 

Dalkey's Got Talent 

The Student Council undertook to organise our annual “Dalkey’s Got Talent” Show in aid 

of the Loreto Secondary School, Rumbek, South Sudan . This is an eagerly awaited 

event on the school calendar that prompts  great participation from the students with both 

aspiring and established talents from all years taking part. The acts chosen for the final 

two shows had to first go through a selection process held by the Student Council so 

competition for the final places was fierce!  This year’s theme was based on the film “The 

Polar Express” with the Student Council decorating the Concert Hall to reflect this. 

 

 The hosts for the two shows were Mr Oman and Ms Freyne who, as usual, entered into 

the spirit of the event with great encouragement for all the acts. Our thanks to the 

organisers, participants, these who supported the show and especially our judges – Ryan 

Tubridy, Miriam O’Callaghan, Colm Hayes and Hazel Long. The judges were very 

complimentary about the standard of the performances and awarded 1st place to Áine  
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Reid (2nd Year) singing Adele’s “Make You Feel My Love”. 2nd place went to Lucy Rice (5th 

Year) who performed one of her own compositions and 3rd place went to sisters Eleanor (3rd 

Year) and Eva Furlong (1st Year) who sang and rapped their way through a customised 

version of the well-known James Blunt song, “You’re Beautiful”.  The judges gave special 

mention to Kate Byrne (2nd Year) and Lara Reid (3rd Year). After all the excitement we are 

delighted to report that €3,000 was raised to help with the great Loreto project in Rumbek, 

South Sudan. 
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Brookfield 

All In All You’re Just Another Brick in St. Aidan’s CS Alumni Wall 
As part of Careers’ Week, Ms. Mc Donnell, the Career Guidance teacher, decided to erect 

an alumni wall in the foyer of our school. There was great excitement about the new 

installation and even more excitement about getting in touch with past pupils to see what 

they are doing now! We were delighted and interested to learn that our past 

students have experienced success in a range of exciting careers. We have 

dancers, entrepreneurs, administrators, professional footballers, teachers, 

SNAs, business owners, doctors! It was hard to find a gap in the career 

paths of our students. The alumni wall is on permanent display in our school 

and is an inspiration to our current students. They are motivated by who 

have graduated  before them and are anxious to have their faces on the wall in the near 

future too. We say ‘Watch this Space!’ 

Loreto Cavan - Celebrating academic successes  

Loreto College, Cavan, has recently been awarded a Certificate from NUI Maynooth for 

our “Contribution to Teaching and Promotion of Excellence in Junior Certificate Business 

Studies”. This is in recognition of our students’ excellent achievements in their Junior 

Certificate Examinations. 12 of our students achieved a grade “A” in Higher Level 

Business Studies Junior Certificate Examination. We are very proud of all our students’ 

achievements. 
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Gorey Community School 

“GCS students shine in annual Bake Off Final” 

The Home Economics students got to showcase their 

baking talents in the annual Bake Off Final on Friday 

23rd February.  The finalists displayed outstanding skill 

and talent with their scones and cupcakes. Each finalist had to prepare, bake and serve 

one batch of scones and one batch of decorated cupcakes in two and a half hours. The 

excitement in the kitchens was palpable as the finalists were 

busy perfecting their entries and ensuring that everything was 

baked and beautifully decorated. The judges, Richard Donohoe 

and Bridget Kirwan were highly impressed with the standard of 

entries and skills displayed in the final and had a difficult job 

picking the winners. 

The Junior Category was hotly contested with all the finalists showing exceptional skills. 

The judges decided that Beth O’Hart (2nd Year) was the overall 

winner of this category with her delicious “Tear and Share Garlic, 

Chive and Cheese Scones” and her “Lemon Meringue 

Cupcakes”. Mia Kinsella (1st Year) was awarded the runner-up 

prize with her delectable “Tea Scones” and “Coffee Cupcakes”. 

The Senior students also displayed outstanding skills and were 

inventive in their flavourings and decorations. The judges 

decided that Ruby Levingstone (5th Year) was the overall winner of this Category. Ruby’s 

inventive creations of a pinwheel style “Leek and Cheese” scone and her “Game of 

Thrones” inspired dragon cupcakes stood out in terms of both flavour and decoration. 

Andrea Kinsella (TY) was awarded the runner-up prize. Andrea’s amazing “Ham and 

Pepper” scones and “Lemon Meringue” Cupcakes delighted the judges. 

 It takes a lot of hard work and commitment and each finalist was highly commended for 

her effort and dedication. A great day of fun was had by all. 

Portmarnock Community School are #RaisingTheBarr 

On Thursday 16th November the Irish Olympian Thomas Barr trained our students in a two 

hour session. The school won this amazing training session as a prize for competing in the 

Irish Life Health Schools Fitness Challenge. 

Thomas ran two great sessions on Thursday morning. The first was from 10-11am with 36 

lucky first year students. These students were randomly selected as all 136 of our first 

year students wanted to participate in this once in a lifetime event to be trained by a 

current Olympian. 

The second session was from 11am-12pm with the school’s Athletic Club and also a group 

of juvenile athletes from Portmarnock Athletic Club took part. Thomas started each  
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To see Irish Olympian Thomas Barr trained our students, go to  

https://bit.ly/2JXpoCH 

Loreto Letterkenny - Jigs for Jigsaw 

This year students from Loreto Secondary School Letterkenny organised an outstanding 

traditional Irish music concert, “Jigs for Jigsaw”. Our fifth year L.C.A. students, Class 

Davóg, took on this challenge for their General Education Task and did themselves proud. 

The concert was organised in order to raise money for Jigsaw and to showcase the 

enormous talent within the school. Not only did they organise everything from start to 

finish, but they also took part in the concert in different ways. After weeks of planning and 

preparation including sourcing performers, drawing up a programme, sourcing prizes for a 

raffle, collecting money, organising the stage and concert hall and arranging rehearsals, 

the concert was finally put on for First Years on the afternoon of the 28th November 2017. 

The nine members of Class Davóg put their best Loreto foot forward and were amazing on 

the day. The talent at the concert had to be seen to be believed. We had some amazing 

performances from world class Irish dancers, magnificent singers and some beautiful 

musical renditions of Irish tunes from very gifted traditional players. The Irish language 

was very much in evidence in the songs that were sung and we had some lovely fusion 

pieces, mixing the modern with the traditional. Some of the Transition Year students 

helped us out on the day and we are very grateful to them. 

 For our international students, especially those who have recently arrived here, it was a 

fantastic opportunity to get a glimpse 

of our Irish culture. All in all, this was 

a very successful event which was 

organised by a very small number of 

students. Well done to the students 

in Class Davóg. Mar a deir an 

seanfhocal “Mol an óige agus 

tiocfaidh sí”. 
Kelly Graham, Erinn Sweeney, Aoife McTaggart, Niamh He-

garty, Grace McGilloway, Ellen Bridgeman and Molly Shields, 
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session with a personal and motivational speech about his life in Irish Athletics and his 

journey to the Rio Olympics. This was followed by a drills and hurdling skills session that 

pushed our students. 

 

The huge interest and large numbers involved in this unique school event meant that 

Thomas was assisted by the schools P.E teachers, Portmarnock Athletics Club coaches 

and a group of past pupils (David Rooney, Sarah Hawkshaw, Ciara O’Regan, Megan 

Connolly and Ina Caul) who were once members of infamous ‘Friday mornings’ 7.30-

8.30am Schools Athletic Club training sessions that are still a part of school life today. 

Thomas was so generous with his time and the school is still buzzing with excitement 

from the event and the lucky students who got to participate #RaisedTheBarr thoroughly 

enjoyed it! Who knows, he may have inspired future Olympians! 
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Loreto Kilkenny - School  Extension 

Tuesday 30th January 2018 was a very 

special occasion in Loreto Kilkenny. 

The building work has finally been 

completed and former principal Sr. 

Carmel Gallagher officially opened the 

new extensions. The first area to be 

opened was the new Special Needs 

Unit to be known as “Ionad Saoirse”. 

This was named to reflect the Mary 

Ward value of freedom and the role of 

education in enabling us to be free and to live happy and productive lives. The unit was 

blessed by Rev. Fr. Roderick Whearty and invited guests included parents, pupils and 

members of the Board of Management. This unit, under the guidance of teacher Ms. 

Ciara McDonald, has been in the planning stage for the past couple of years and it was 

great to see all the hard work had finally paid off. The students from the unit were very 

excited that this day had finally arrived and were really looking forward to welcoming 

everyone to see their place. The students from the LCA class did the catering for the 

morning and everyone really enjoyed the event. 

The next area to be opened and blessed was the multi-purpose hall, to be known as the 

Hughes Hall – named after the first Mother Superior of the Loreto Convent in Kilkenny, 

M.M. Patricia Hughes. This is a fantastic addition to the school with a great space which 

can be used as a canteen extension, study and examination hall, assembly hall and 

many other events. As part of the configuration of the space used to create the Hughes 

Hall, our school library was completely refurbished, creating a cosy and comfortable 

space to promote reading for pleasure. The new school library was also officially 

opened and blessed on the morning. 

Stephen’s Green - Orwell Healthcare Recital 

   

A wonderful morning of beautiful music from our orchestra entertained the patients of 

Orwell Nursing Home on 26th October. Beginning with a most memorable rendition from 

Oliver, it was followed by such time immemorial classics as Circle of Life, Pie Jesu, Blue 

Danube and culminating with a rousing recital of Somewhere over the Rainbow. 

  

Special thanks to Ms. Ní Bhroin for organising and preparing the orchestra for this treas-

ured memory for all present. Thank you also to Ms Kelly for accompanying the group. 
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Loreto Wexford 

To mark the occasion of moving to a 

new school building, the Student 

Council had every student and staff 

members leave their thumbprint on 

the wall in a spiral pattern in order to 

leave our mark on the old school. 

Spirals represent change, life and 

rebirth so it served as an appropriate 

symbol for this. The thumbprints were 

done in seven different colours to 

differentiate between year groups and staff. To complete the design, we chose this quote 

to wrap around the spiral: “Memories are special moments that tell our story”.  

Loreto College Swords 

 

Loreto College Swords held its annual St. Vincent De 

Paul Christmas Food Appeal. This ran until Friday, the 

22nd of December. Food was collected each morning 

at the front of the school and then distributed to all of 

those in need in our local area around Christmas 

time.    

 

Loreto Bray - Gaisce Success 

Aoife Donoghue is a 6th Year student in Loreto, Bray and has completed both her Bronze 

and Silver Gaisce Awards.  She is currently pursuing her Gold Award. 

  

As part of her Gold Award, Aoife is completing activities on a weekly basis in Community 

Involvement (fundraising campaign), Personal Skill (musical instrument) and physical 

recreation (dancing).  

  

Aoife completed her Adventure Journey in January 2018. She had applied and was 

successful in her prior interview in representing The Atlantic Youth Trust in a Youth 

Development journey along with 39 teenagers from the four corners of the globe.  

The 10-day trip was on board the Spirit of New Zealand ship where Aoife spent the time 

learning to sail, hiking, swimming and making new friends. 
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Loreto College Crumlin  - The Great Loreto Bake Off 

The aroma of beautiful baking filled the corridors of Loreto College on Friday, 

2nd  February. 14 students divided into Junior and Senior Categories put on their aprons 

and participated in the Great Loreto Bake-Off. Under the supervision of Ms. McDermott 

and Ms. Greene, our Home Economics Kitchen became a scene of culinary creativity as 

eggs, flour, sugar, butter and a myriad of other colourful ingredients were mixed, 

whisked, sculpted and baked. 

The Junior Competition involved students having to 

bake a one tier cake, iced and deco- rated in a theme of 

their choice. Senior students also had to bake a single 

tier cake, iced and decorated, but theirs had to have a 

nature theme. The adjudicating was performed by a 

team of three independent judges; Kevin Byrne, owner 

of Mayfield Restaurant, Terenure, Fiona Mulligan, Chef 

in Canal Bank Cafe, Leeson Street and chef Oran 

Colhoun. Congratulations to Aicha Malombo who won the Junior Competition and 

Rachel Maher who won the senior Bake off. 
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Aoife represents and exemplifies many of the qualities and characteristics of a Loreto 

student and is a credit to her family and to her school. 
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Loreto Mullingar 

 

Football and Camogie: Our senior camogie and football teams progressed to All Ireland 

finals this year. Although they gave outstanding performances, both throughout the year 

and on the occasion of the finals, they were pipped at the post by the opposition.  We are 

extremely proud of their ability and dedication to the teams and our school. 
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Loreto Junior School - Developing STEM Subjects 

  
Pepper 
We recently had a visit from ‘Pepper’, a robot designed in Paris for use by Accenture 

Health and Public Service Practices in Ireland.  Accenture are looking to the future and 

investigating how robots could be used in our public health services, working alongside 

our very busy nurses and doctors. 

It was such a privilege as Pepper is rarely out of the office. Strictly speaking, Pepper is a 

humanoid – neither male nor female – however, 

the children decided she was a girl. They were 

fascinated as her eyes and ears turned blue 

when she was listening to questions and 

commands.  She told them she was called 

Pepper because she is there to spice up our 

lives.  It was fantastic for the girls in our school to 

see the robot in action and meet the women who 

trained as engineers and who work with Pepper on a day to day basis. 

Bunscoil Gorey - Primary Science Fair 

This year the pupils of Ms. Kehoe’s sixth class took part in the Primary Science Fair. Their 

project asked the question “Can 10 minutes exercise a day improve our fitness and 

general health?” 

 

There were mixed views about what results they would find. Approx. ⅓ of the class felt 

that 10 minutes exercise daily would be insufficient to make a difference to their fitness 

levels. Some thought you would have to partake in extra curricular sport for any benefits to 

be seen. Approximately ⅔ of the children felt that any exercise at all would be of benefit to 

their fitness levels and general health. It was also suggested that these positive results 

might be more evident in children who do not already partake sporting exercise and those 

who are 'less active' every day. A pie chart was used to represent the predictions. 

 

Results were gathered in a few different ways. Progress was monitored over 6 weeks. 

Everyone completed a questionnaire based on their initial activity level and their overall 

perception of their own fitness levels. The pupils learned how to take their own heart rate 

(BPM). This was measured on day 1 and day 42 before and after exercise. Children 

participated in 2 minutes intense activity (skipping, jumping jacks, running) everyday. A 

daily exercise diary was kept. 

 

Finally the time came to answer the question “Can 10 minutes exercise a day improve our 

fitness and general health?” The answer was YES, 10 minutes exercise a day can improve 

our fitness and general health. 
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Loreto Primary Dalkey - Credit Union Quiz 

One day at school, a little while before the Credit Union Quiz, all of third, fourth, fifth and 

sixth class took part in a trial quiz to see which girls would be representing our school. 

There would be eight girls chosen– one team of under tens and one team of under 

twelves. We all tried our best to answer the questions given, even though some of the 

questions were very difficult like “Who is the captain of Manchester United?” After a tense 

few moments of checking the answers and a very exciting tie breaker, we were thrilled to 

be chosen for the team.  

 

About a week before the quiz we decided to study some of the trickier topics such as 

politics and sports. We were nervous and excited after spending time googling and 

reading books finding facts. 

 

On the day of the quiz, we drove to a school called St Laurence’s College – it was a bit 

tricky to find and some of us nearly got lost! When we arrived, there were a lot more 

schools than we had expected. Each school had their own little table and it was very 

official. The person on the podium called out the questions and we all put our heads 

together to try to answer the questions. Some of them were easy and others were next to 

impossible. We were there for almost two hours and we were absolutely exhausted at the 

end of it! Although we didn’t win, everyone agreed that the Credit Union quiz was brilliant 

and we were all thrilled to represent Loreto Primary School Dalkey. 

By Lily and Caoimhe 6th Class 
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Loreto Senior Primary – Coderdojo Club 

 

 Every Wednesday afternoon, a group of our pupils stay in school for an extra hour to learn 

how to code. Some of our teachers volunteer to 

teach the group and we also have a partnership 

with a local company called Openet who support 

our club. Pupils learn how to code, create 

website and games. It is a lot of fun and pupils 

develop problem-solving and mathematical 

skills. Last year, our biggest group ever 

participated in The Coolest Projects in the RDS. 

Openet also invited the group to their office where everyone got to present their projects to 

the programmers who work there. They also had lots of food and games for everyone to 

enjoy. Joe Hogan, the founder and CTO of Openet is a past pupil of Loreto Balbriggan. We 

are so grateful to him for the many ways he has supported our school! 
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Loreto Junior  School Primary  
 
 
In Loreto Junior Primary Crumlin for the past two years, we 

have been operating a Guided Reading programme to teach 

literacy in our 1st and 2nd Classes. This involves both the 

teacher and resource teacher taking individual  groups which 

are rotated every ¼ hour , doing a variety of activities to 

enhance literacy skills. These include work on words, guided 

reading, silent reading, independent writing  and audiobooks. 

We have found that the children have developed very good 

independent literacy processing skills  and their reading  levels 

have improved greatly.    

Loreto Primary School, Grange Road - Pyjama Day 

 

In December we all got to wear our pyjamas into school. Even the teachers wore 

them!  Everyone was excited and it was brilliant fun. We had slippers to put on in the 

classroom too. We all brought in a donation for charity. We had the best day! 

By Cáitlin & Molly  1 st class 
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St Patrick’s , Bray - Write-a-Book Competition! 

Since before Christmas, the girls in First, Third and Fifth class have been busy with their 

entries for the Write-a-Book competition. We brainstormed for a few weeks and came up 

with lots of creative writing ideas. Some were funny, some were sad, some were positive 

and all of them were imaginative! 

 

After the Christmas break, we got to work on writing the first draft of our book. We 

planned our cover, layout and illustrations. When we were finished designing our covers 

and writing our books, we put the pages in order and put them in a plastic folder. We 

wrote an “About the Author” page, describing ourselves. Before our teacher sent them to 

Blackrock Education Centre, we enjoyed reading each other’s work and we are so excited 

about hearing the results soon. Best of luck to everyone! 
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St. Anne’s, Loreto Primary School 

 

In term 1, our sixth class pupils took part in the annual Loreto Schools Debate 

competition. This year we faced Loreto St Stephens Green in the first round proposing 

the motion "Ireland is the best country in the world to live in." It was a very close debate 

and unfortunately we lost by a single point.  

 

We will now travel to Bray on May 4th for the Shield final to debate against Loreto Gorey 

with the motion "Children of a primary school age should have access to social media". 

We anticipate a great debate and we have thoroughly enjoyed taking part in this 

competition to develop our debating skills. 
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Loreto Junior School 

 
Each class came for a 30 minute workshop on Mindfulness and Meditation. In our 

quiet area we did relaxation activities, deep breathing, a guided meditation based on a 

story about compassion and finished with a love and kindness mindfulness session.  

In our ‘active zone’ the groups made ‘envelopes of joy’ - we put some of our happy 

thoughts in an envelope to add to and access when we need it. We discussed being 

grateful for all of the lovely things in our life and the joy that our loved ones bring us. 

  

The infant classes brought their teddies as breathing buddies to introduce them to the 

art of breathing deeply and to introduce them to relaxation as a fun activity. First class 

explored blowing bubbles mindfully in the yard as an enjoyable experience of fully 

participating in the moment. 

  

There are great benefits of doing mindfulness with children which include: improved 

concentration, increased empathy, better mood, happier life, improved sleep, more 

compassion, better self-awareness, decreased anxiety, stress reduction, overall sense 

of well-being, loving kindness and seeing beauty in others. 

  

We had a relaxing, peaceful and joyful experience where the girls got some much 

deserved quiet time to themselves. Mindfulness gave us the opportunity to clear our 

minds, remind us of all the great things we have in our lives and how to deal with more 

challenging times. 

  
Some quotes from the children: 

  
“I enjoyed just lying down and being quiet with all my friends, it was very relaxing” 
  
“I felt like all of the things I was stressing about did not matter anymore” 
  
“I like how it wasn’t a rush and you had time to think 
everything”                                                    
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Bunscoil, Gorey 

Each December our school community of Bunscoil Loreto comes together to reflect on the 

previous year and to celebrate its achievements at our Mince Pie Gathering.  

Current and retired staff, Board of Management, Parents’ Association, Fundraising 

Committee and Loreto Sisters all come together to enjoy mince pies, conversation and 

good company. Entertainment is provided by students from the school who play a 

selection of Christmas Carols. Ní neart go cur le chéile. 

St Patricks, Bray - Dignity Packs 

On the 21stof December, we had our annual Christmas Colours Day here in St. 

Patrick’s. Everyone wore a Christmas outfit and gave €1 or €2 towards ‘Dignity Packs’. 

We raised approximately €1000. ‘Dignity Packs’ is a charity started by Molly Comish, a 

recent past pupil of Loreto Secondary School Bray. On Christmas Eve 2015, during a 

family outing in Dublin city centre, Molly was moved by the plight of the homeless people 

living on the streets and she decided that she wanted to help them. 

 

Her idea was to prepare rucksacks 

of useful items such as a hat, scarf, 

socks, toiletries and snacks and 

distribute them to those in need 

during Christmas Week 2016. 

Initially Molly put together thirty 

rucksacks, the contents of which 

were funded solely by herself, using 

tips from her part-time job. Through 

assistance from her family and the 

Bray Lions Club, Molly continues to 

produce Dignity Packs for distribution throughout the country. By July 2017, Molly and 

over 100 volunteers had created over 900 ‘Dignity Packs’. 

 

Our school was delighted to be able to support such a wonderful cause. In January 2018, 

Molly came to visit our Student Council and talk to us about her venture. We are hoping to 

offer more help and support to Molly in the future. 
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Loreto Primary School, Grange Road - Grandparents’ Day 

On Grandparent’s Day our grandparents came to our school. We met them in the hall and 

had some tea and biscuits. Then we brought them into our classroom. We had a lovely 

prayer service and sang songs for them. We told them that they are very special to us and 

we love them. We got to ask them questions about when they were younger- Some of 

them had no school uniform and they had candles and a fire to heat their room. We loved 

Grandparents’ Day. By Aoife & Izabela  1st Class 

Scoil Mhuire gan Smál - Letterkenny 

Halloween Dress Up October 2017 

 

On the day of the Halloween holidays 2016, all the pupils of Scoil Mhuire gan Smál, 

Letterkenny, dressed up in their Halloween costumes.  The staff decided to dress up in the 

school uniform for the day much to the amazement and delight of the pupils. Pupils were 

asked to look after the "new pupils" for the day and make sure they were settling in! This 

year staff were under pressure to come up with a dress up idea that would live up to the 

year before and the expectations of the pupils! 

 

It was decided that everyone would dress up as Crayola Crayons-some teachers created 

their very own box of crayons! The pupils loved it and the picture made the local press! 

Loreto Primary Dalkey - Our Visit to our Local Nursing Homes 

Last December, third, fourth, fifth and sixth classes from Loreto Primary School Dalkey 

went to sing in our local nursing homes. As it was Christmas time we sang Christmas 

carols; some well-known and some modern Christmas songs. It was a very worthwhile 

experience that we thoroughly enjoyed. The response we received was amazing. It really 

touched our hearts, that the residents enjoyed it so much. They became emotional and 

we think it brought them back to their childhood. It made us feel good about ourselves to 

help the community. We also got to speak with some of the residents which we found very 

interesting. They told us about how they felt at Christmas time when they were younger. 

We could relate to their stories as it was during the run up to Christmas and we were all 

very excited! 

  

Overall it was a great experience and we are looking forward to visiting again next year. 
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Loreto Junior Primary Crumlin  

This year the staff of Loreto Junior and Senior schools received training in the ‘Fun 

Friends’ programme – a  play- based, social skills training programme which aims to 

promote resilience in children and their families by providing strategies to help them 

approach life challenges with confidence. Different concepts are explored over 8 

sessions using the ‘Friends’ acronym. 

 

·    Feelings 

·    Relax 

·    I can try! 

·    Encourage 

·    Nurture 

·    Don’t forget – be brave! 

·    Stay happy 

 

  
Children work on these concepts in school and are also given some activities to do at 

home with their parents – eg. Family relaxation exercises. A party is held at the end of 

the sessions to which the parents are invited, where everyone shares their experiences 

of the programme and to celebrate achievements.     
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Loreto Senior Primary – The Primary Ensemble Project 

  
This year we are delighted to share that our school orchestra were selected to take part in 

the National Concert Hall Primary Ensemble Project. These fantastic boys and girls come 

to school an hour early every Wednesday to practice together. As part of the project, they 

have been participating in workshops with specialist tutors to help them develop aural and 

technical skills alongside ensemble performance and improvisation techniques. We are all 

looking forward to seeing them perform together with other participating schools on the 

16th April at the National Concert Hall. 
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St. Anne’s, Loreto Primary School 

 

On Friday 23
rd

  March,  the Students Council from St Anne’s Loreto, Navan  decided to 

turn the  school yellow in aid of Daffodil Day.  Everyone wore something yellow and 

donated €2 to the Irish Cancer Society.  There were some amazing costumes.  We 

raised €487 in total for the charity.  One of our students cut her hair to donate to  

 

One of our pupils, Áine Barry, decided to donate her hair to Aoibheann’s Pink Tie. She 

set up a GoFundMe page and aimed to raise €1,000. She raised €1,087 through the 

page and €300 in a raffle. Áine exceeded her expectations and raised €1,387.  

 

At Christmas each year we have a raffle on the day of the holidays in the school hall. 

Prizes are donated by teachers and parents. The children buy tickets in the weeks 

coming up to the raffle and all proceeds are donated to the Loreto Missions in Rumbek. 

This year we raised €600. Every week the mission box is also sent around to the classes 

for the Loreto Missions. 

 

Again we are proud of the kindness and charity displayed by the pupils in our school.  
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Loreto Junior School 

In keeping with the true spirit of Loreto Schools, the pupils and staff of Loreto Junior 

School Stephen’s Green continue to be involved in various fundraising events to help 

others both nationally and internationally. The following are a few of the main charities 

which we support on an annual basis: 

 

Loreto Rumbek remains our priority. Each 

year we hold a sponsored Easter Bonnet 

parade around St Stephen’s Green in aid of 

Loreto Rumbek. The pupils design and 

create their own bonnets and proudly wear 

them. It puts the ‘fun’ in fundraising! 

 

Aoibhneas is a women’s refuge situated in 

North Dublin. Every year in October the 

Parent Association hosts a coffee morning with raffle. The funds raised go directly to help 

the women and children in the shelter. It is both a sociable and rewarding morning for all 

involved. 

 

The Christmas Food Hamper Appeal is run in conjunction with Sr. Bernadette, a Loreto 

Sister who works with the local community in Dublin 8. The 5th class children organise 

the collection of food items from the other classes and ensure that they are ready for 

collection by Sister Bernadette in time for Christmas. 

 

Each November the pupils in the Junior School take part in the MS Readathon. This 

charity helps people who suffer from Multiple Sclerosis.  The children are sponsored to 

read and it is both enjoyable and educational. Valuable funds are raised. 

 

In December senior pupils travel to the St. Stephen’s Green Shopping Centre to carol 

sing in conjunction with The Loreto Past Pupils Association.  Monies raised go to the 

association’s chosen charities. 
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Loreto Gorey 

Bunscoil Loreto is very proud five budding entrepreneurs in fourth class, who have 

undertaken to produce a half zip for the school. All proceeds are going to the pitch/

playground fund.  

 

 They negotiated with local businessman to create a crest which represented Bunscoil 

Loreto and they organised a competition entitled “Quest for a Crest”. The final crest was 

an amalgamation of three entries. It consists of a harp made from two hurls with eight 

strings. The hurls symbolise sport in the school, while the harp represents music. The 

harp comprises of eight stings, one for each year of primary school. The harp is place on 

a globe showing how Loreto is a worldwide network and illustrates that Bunscoil Loreto 

has pupils from all over the world. Children hold hands around the globe demonstrating 

the friendships that are formed in our school. Finally, the values of Mary Ward which are 

love, freedom, justice, sincerity and joy surround the crest. The creators of the crest are 

Ruby Doran (2nd class), Clodagh Funge (6th class) and Niamh Byrne (5th class). 

 

Huge congratulations to the five pupils involved in the project and no doubt we will see 

them on Dragon’s Den in the not too distant future! 

Loreto Junior School Crumlin  

 

In Loreto Junior Primary Crumlin for the past 20 years, we have been involved in a 

programme called ‘Creativity in the Classroom ‘. The project involves visiting artists 

working with the individual classes over a period of 8-10 weeks using various media – 

e.g. clay, construction, printing etc with the emphasis being on process not 

product   together with the overall emotional development of the child.  It’s a wonderful 

experience for our children which culminates in a visit to a place of artistic interest and a 

final session in which the children make art with their parents/guardians. We have been 

lucky to have the wonderful Liz Mc Mahon as our resident artist over the last few 

years.    
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St Patrick’s Bray - Music in the Classroom: Musical Adventures 

  
On Tuesday 6th of February, our class went to the National Concert Hall on the bus. When 

we got there, we saw children from lots of different schools. Our teacher gave us all an 

apple to eat before we went in. The hall looked huge, like it would fit more than one 

hundred people. We heard lots of interesting musical instruments such as the double bass, 

harp and violin. The orchestra played classical music and sometimes we joined in with 

songs. My favourite part was when they played the Star Wars theme music! One piece of 

music sounded like waves hitting rocks on the edge of land. I really liked the National 

Concert Hall and I really want to go there again.  
By Maria Gbiorczyk  3rd Class 

Loreto Primary School, Grange Road  

My name is Evie. I am ten years old. I am in 4th class in Loreto Grange Road. I love art. 

In October my class took part in the Pentel Competition. For the competition I drew a 

super hero. At the beginning of February I found out the wonderful news that my picture 

had won The Foreign Minster’s Award, which is the highest award you can get in the 

competition. 

I was so honoured to win and my friends and family were so proud of me. I hope I can 

take part in the competition next year again. 

Scoil Mhuire Gan Smál - Club Ceoil 

 
Our Club Ceoil was started by two of our teachers and meets on the last Friday of every 

month at lunch time in the Seomra Cruinnithe.  All interested teachers and pupils from 

2nd class can come along and play music together.  The emphasis is on fun and 

participation and we learn a new tin whistle tune every month.  A video clip of a pupil 

playing the tune is displayed on the home page of our school website so we can practice 

for the next Club Ceoil. One of our monthly tunes was "Down by the Salley 

Gardens".  Mol an óige agus tiocfaidh an ceol.  Mol an ceol agus tiocfaidh an óige.  
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Loreto Primary, Dalkey - Yard games     

This year when we returned to school from our summer holidays we were surprised by lots 

of outdoor games and a colourful yard that had been set up for us. Not only is there 

Snakes and Ladders and Twister to play whenever we wish but each class takes turns 

playing games such as: Ludo, X’s and O’s, hoop games and connect 4. 

We also have new basketball hoops. Every yard time children line up to play. The Fifth 

Class girls are in charge of making sure that everyone plays fairly and takes turns.  

 

The teachers have also introduced the Run Around Europe challenge. Luckily, this year a 

new running track has been mapped out on the yard. This means we can easily keep track 

of the distance we have run. Most classes partic-

ipate in running around the new track which is 

110 metres long around 5-10 times. When the 

class finishes then we add up how many metres 

we have run and record it onto a chart. The aim 

is to run around the whole of Europe by the end 

of the year! 

 

We love our colourful yard and all the new 

games. We would like to thank Ms. Corkery for her hard work making the yard such a fun 

place to play.  We look forward to going out every break! 
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Loreto Senior Primary - Creativity in the Classroom 

 

This year, our school celebrates 20 years in the Creativity in the Classroom Project. 

This wonderful programme allows everyone the opportunity to learn in very creative 

ways. Liz, our artist, works with our teachers to plan a project for 8 weeks. We visit a 

gallery, we work together in groups and we invite our parents to come and participate 

in a class with us. Liz teaches all of us to enjoy the process of making and creating 

something new. We learn that everyone can use their imagination to create something 

special and unique. 
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St. Anne’s, Loreto Primary School 

 

Our school has a Garden Committee this year and it comprises of representatives from 

classes throughout the school. We have entered the Pride of Place competition and will 

be adjudicated in the coming weeks.  We have made big planters and are growing a 

range of vegetables  from carrots, potatoes, onions to name a few. The committee are 

currently making scarecrows to protect the crops.   

 

In addition, one of  our committee members, Alicia Kavanagh, has been selected to dis-

play her unique garden at the Bloom Festival in June. Her garden is entitled “Rainbows 

End” and it depicts a top down view of a garden which has seven different floral displays 

delicately placed throughout. Each display represents the seven different colours of the 

rainbow which in turn, hold a deeper significance – grief and how children see it. We are 

all very proud of her achievement.  
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S P O R T Loreto Sports 

 
There have been numerous sporting events to date on the Loreto School’s calendar for 

2017/2018. The activities have been varied and have seen students from so many of our 

schools enjoying each other’s company through the platform of sport. 

 

Our first competitive event was the sailing regatta in Dun 

Laoghaire on September 29th. On the day we had thirty 

entries from seven of our schools. On 13th October thirty two 

students learned to row in Islandbridge and had a fun filled day 

with students from four other schools in the Dublin area. 

 

Over the past number of months our basketball and hockey teams have been battling it out 

for places in the finals which will be held soon. Many of our hockey players have been busy 

upskilling at umpiring courses during the month of October. Well done to the sixty transition 

year students who are now qualified umpires and have been helping out at the first year 

tournaments. The first year students have entertained us all in Mullingar, Bray and Foxrock 

not only with their hockey skills but with their fantastic festive outfits during the many fancy 

dress tournaments that have been held to date. 

 

Our annual swimming gala took place in the National 

Aquatic Centre on November 30th. We were 

delighted to welcome over two hundred competitors 

on the day. Our thanks as always goes to Swim 

Ireland who are instrumental in the smooth running of the competition. 

The next number of months are set to be extremely busy with a number of events including 

our hockey and basketball finals which will take place before the Easter holidays. We also 

have badminton in Bray, rugby in Navan, and soccer in Mullingar, orienteering and tennis to 

look forward to. 

 

 

A huge thank you as always goes to the schools 

for hosting such a variety of events nationwide and 

to the students, teachers, sports coordinators, 

management and the Loreto Trust for their generosity of time and energy without which we 

would not have such a range of sporting activities and such wonderful participation levels. 
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D E B A T I N G Inter-Loreto Schools Debating 

 

Each year, the Inter-Loreto Schools Mace Debating Competition gives Loreto students from 

1
st
 and 2

nd
 Year, TY and 5

th
 Year a chance to develop their 

speaking skills in a competitive format. The competition 

seeks to engage students with current affairs and topical 

issues, encouraging them to think critically and to develop 

logical arguments and to engage with and adapt to the 

debate as it is happening. Loreto schools across the 

country get involved every year with schools taking turns 

to host the competition rounds – providing a wonderful opportunity for Loreto students from 

around the country to meet each other and make new friends. Adjudicators are drawn from 

Loreto past pupils who are involved in third level debating societies – many of whom 

competed in our competition themselves! 

 

This year’s Inter-Loreto Schools Debating competitions are 

well underway. We are delighted that 10 schools are 

involved this year – a particular welcome to Loreto Navan 

who are participating for the first time.  

 

Our Junior Debates preliminary rounds took place before 

Christmas, with students from our schools in Bray, Balbriggan, Beaufort, Crumlin and 

Foxrock successfully through to the finals. A big thank you to Blathnaidh Colhoun, Mary 

Ellen Murphy and Ruth Murphy in Loreto Crumlin for welcoming us to their school for the 

day. 

 

 Our Senior Debates took place on March 13
th
 and 8 teams qualified for the finals. Thank 

you to Margaret O’Donoghue and Sandra Hogan from Loreto High School Beaufort for 

hosting the event.  

 

This year’s Junior and Senior Finals took place on March 22
nd

 in Loreto Navan – an event 

that is always great for students and debating coaches alike.  


